
Please help patients like Coco
by supporting our Easter Raffle

Read Coco’s amazing story on page 3
Wonderful raffle prizes to be won! See pages 4-5

Hear from our volunteers, vets, and nurses about what’s been 
happening in our clinics - pages 2, 6, 7.

Happy Easter From Everyone at The Irish Blue Cross
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Welcome to our annual Easter Raffle Newsletter!
We would like to sincerely thank you for your continued generosity. This has allowed us to keep our charitable 
clinics operational throughout this past year of COVID-19. With your support we have been able to treat thousands 
of sick and injured animals.

Our vets, nurses, volunteers, and of course our furry clients, all appreciate just how much your support means to us, 
especially now.

As a small token of our thanks, we enclose two postcards that you can send to whoever you like. Family, friends, or 
other loved ones – a personal note from you will help raise a smile.

Raising support is important to us too. So it’s time for our Easter Raffle, with lots of prizes to be won. 
Take part and you’ll support our work with 
sick and needy pets.

But this year, because of current restrictions, there’s a 
difference. Instead of selling tickets face to face, you can 
enter the raffle by a simple donation. Give what you can, 
and we’ll automatically put you in the draw. How much to 
donate? Well, last year a ticket cost €2, and a book of ten 
cost €18. You could use that as a guide, but honestly we’ll 
be delighted with any amount you choose to donate. It all 
goes to the vital work we do, helping needy pets.

Help others to help us! Because our supporters won’t be 
selling tickets this year, why not encourage your family, 
friends, colleagues and neighbours to enter the draw as 
well? You can ALL take part and do a lot of good. Just tell 
them to visit www.bluecross.ie/shop to buy tickets.

I have been volunteering with the Irish Blue Cross Mobile Clinics 
for two years now, and my usual location is Walkinstown. I love 
volunteering as I am an animal lover, and never like to see one 
suffer. I have an 8-year-old Belgian Malinois called Barrett. I 
would be lost without him as he is a great companion and keeps 
me healthy with all his walks! 

Covid-19 has affected the way we operate – there are a lot more 
health and safety protocols to follow, and everything must be 
immaculately hygienic. We have introduced an appointment-only 
system which is working very well. I do feel sorry for our clients 
when they bring their pets to the mobile clinic, as they are not 
allowed to join them inside for their treatment. The vets are amazing, 
and they make sure each patient is treated with the utmost care.

Volunteering gives me great satisfaction. Every 
Thursday evening, I go home with a happy head on me 
knowing that we have helped so many pets and given 
their owners peace of mind.

If there is one tip that I would give any pet owner is that diet is very 
important. Make sure you find the right food for your pet and that it 
is a healthy and balanced diet. Always take the advice of the vet, 
as they really do know best! 

Jimmy Keating - Mobile Clinic Volunteer 

Clockwise from L-R - Coco arriving in Inchicore, Vet Una operating on Coco, Coco recovering at our clinic

HOW TO DONATE
As well as donating online at www.bluecross.ie 
you can send a cheque, bank draft or postal 
order in the return envelope enclosed. Mark 
your payment payable to The Irish Blue Cross, 
and send your donation by Wednesday the 7th 
of April.

The draw will take place on Friday, 9th April 
2021 at 3PM. For t’s and c’s, please contact 
us on (01) 416 3032, email fundraising@
bluecross.ie or visit www.bluecross.ie.  
Thank you for your support, and good luck!

The tumour grew out into the space behind her leg, 
which made it extremely painful for Coco to walk. It soon 
became ulcerated and infected, a heavy lump in her side. 

Without treatment, the tumour would take away Coco’s 
ability to walk. She would have to be put to sleep. 
Coco needed emergency surgery. So, after treating her 
infection with antibiotics, our veterinary team took Coco 
into the operating room.

For over three hours, the surgeon worked to remove 
Coco’s life-threatening tumour. We soon discovered 
there were two more tumours hiding behind the first, giant 
growth. 

Thanks to our vets’ expertise and care, the operation was 
a success. 

Then, as her surgery was so extensive, we kept her under 
observation for a week. 

Our vets and nurses gave Coco all the aftercare she 
needed – including the occasional tickle to her tummy, 
causing her tail to wag with happiness. 

Coco was a wonderful patient and although we were 
sad to see her leave, we were delighted to send her 
home having made such a wonderful recovery. We 
put her on a course of antibiotics and painkillers to 
help her heal after the operation. Her owners then took 
over, looking after Coco with kindness, keeping her 
comfortable, and yes, tickles. 

 “We can’t thank The Irish Blue Cross enough 
for saving Coco’s life. She’s been spoilt rotten 
since the operation. She is full of life and 
energy now, and is a totally different dog. We 
really appreciate all of the help and support 
we received from all the vets and nurses.” – 
Coco’s owner.

Luckily for Coco and her family, the Irish Blue Cross team 
were there when they needed us. Today, she’s come 
through her ordeal, and is thriving.

Jimmy with Susie – Walkinstown Mobile Clinic

This is Coco, a five-year-old Staffie, and a much-loved family 
pet. Coco came to see our team at the Inchicore Clinic. She 
had a large tumour on the left side of her body. The tumour 
kept getting bigger, causing Coco huge pain and discomfort. 



Welcome to The Irish Blue Cross annual Easter Raffle!  We hope that you will join us and support our very special raffle to raise lots of valuable income for our charity’s pet patients. This year’s raffle is back with prizes generously sponsored by businesses who 
admire and appreciate the work we do in the community.  Please make a donation using the donation form at the back of this newsletter and you will be automatically be in with a chance to win one of the fabulous prizes shown below.

Unfortunately due to current restrictions we cannot encourage in person selling. However if your family or fiends would like to get involved, they can purchase tickets online by visiting www.bluecross.ie/shop, or by calling us on (01) 416 3032. The closing 
date is Wednesday the 7th of April and the draw will take place on Friday the 9th of April at 3PM.  For a full list of terms and conditions contact us on (01) 416 3032, email fundraising@bluecross.ie or visit www.bluecross.ie Good luck!

Win one of our fabulous Easter Raffle prizes. 

Please help Irish Blue Cross patients by supporting our annual Easter Raffle!
Super prizes include a luxury weekend break, amazing hampers, exciting outings and more!

1st Prize: A two night Burren Break with breakfast and a dinner on one evening at Gregans Castle Hotel, Co. Clare (Value €700). 2nd Prize: One4All gift voucher – can be used online or in thousands of retail outlets (Value €250). 3rd Prize: Irish Landmark Trust - €200 
voucher to be used on one of their magnificent properties (Value €200). 4th Prize: Lindt Chocolate Hamper (Value €170).  5th Prize: Duggan’s Veterinary products hamper (Value €150). 6th Prize: Newbridge Silverware Homeware gift set (Value (€140). 7th Prize: OPW 

vouchers to visit an OPW heritage site (Value €90). 8th Prize: A family pass to visit Dublin Zoo (Value €60). 9th Prize: Voucher for Rascals Brewery & Restaurant (Value €50). 10th Prize: Family Pass to EPIC Museum (Value €40). 11th Prize: Stillgarden Distillery – Botanical 
Garden Tour & complimentary cocktail (Value €30). 

Terms and conditions apply.  For a full list of Terms and Conditions please contact us on (01) 416 3032 or visit www.bluecross.ie.

Your Donation will 
Help Thousands of 

Animals like Pebbles

1st Prize: A two night Burren Break with breakfast and a dinner on one evening at 
Gregans Castle Hotel, Co. Clare (Value €700). 

10th Prize: Family Pass to EPIC Museum (Value €40). 
11th Prize: Stillgarden Distillery – Botanical Garden 
Tour & complimentary cocktail (Value €30). 

6th Prize: Newbridge Silverware Homeware gift set (Value 
(€140).

7th Prize: OPW vouchers to visit an OPW heritage site 
(Value €90). 

8th Prize: A family pass to visit Dublin Zoo (Value €60). 
9th Prize: Voucher for Rascals Brewery & Restaurant 
(Value €50). 

2nd Prize: One4All gift voucher – can be used online or in thousands of retail 
outlets (Value €250). 

3rd Prize: Irish Landmark Trust - €200 voucher to be used on one of their magnificent 
properties (Value €200). 

4th Prize: Lindt Chocolate Hamper (Value €170).  

Poor Pebbles 
sustained severe 

life threatening 

injuries following 

a dog attack. 

He required 

emergency 

surgery and 

hospitalisation for 

intensive wound 

management and 

medications to 

recover. Pebbles 

is now back to 

full fitness and 

enjoying time 

with his family!

5th Prize: Duggan’s Veterinary products hamper (Value €150). 
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Have you considered leaving 
a legacy? 
Remembering the Irish Blue Cross in your will is a kind 
and generous gesture. It costs you nothing in your 
lifetime but your kindness makes a difference forever. 
Once loved ones are looked after in your will, consider 
how else you can help.  Let your love for pets live 
on as part of your legacy, and help safeguard 
the future of the Irish Blue Cross. 

To find out more, speak in strictest confidence with Paul 
at the Irish Blue Cross, on (01) 416 3032 or email 
legacy@bluecross.ie.  

Your experience of working during COVID?

Working during COVID has brought challenges for 
everyone. This is especially true in the veterinary world 
as we continue to remain open and provide a vital 
service to the public, while also trying to keep our clients 
and colleagues safe from the virus. Even with COVID it 
is important that we are there for our clients when they 
need us, especially during what can be emotional and 
challenging times for them and their pets. 

What does it mean to be a vet and work for The 
Irish Blue Cross?

Since I was a child, I have loved animals and always 
wanted to be a vet. It is a very long and challenging road 
to become a vet, but I truly believe that it is a privilege 
to be able to help people and their pets in their time of 
crisis. Being a vet, you can see the enormous bond people 
have with their animals – they really do become part 
of your family. When a client brings their pet to us it can 
be a very emotional experience for everyone involved. 
I love working in the Irish Blue Cross because 
we provide such a high standard of care to pets 
that otherwise may not be able to receive the 

same care in traditional 
veterinary practices. We 
have a great team of highly 
experienced nurses and vets 
in the Irish Blue Cross and this 
has made working through 
the pandemic a lot easier. Our 
shared ability to work as a close-
knit team has really shone in the 
past year!   

Favourite patients or cases?

Just like parents should never 
admit who their favourite child is, I 

do not think a vet should ever say who their favourite patient 
is! I will admit though that I love seeing my regular patients 
back for repeat visits because you are able to really see 
the improvements over time as they follow their treatment 
plans. I have a strong interest in skin cases that come into 
the Irish Blue Cross. I really enjoy working with the clients to 
figure out what exactly is wrong with their pet and the best 
treatment plan for them. Skin issues can be a long process 
to fix but when you find the right treatment for the patient the 
impact on the animal’s quality of life is remarkable. 

Any general pet advice?

My biggest advice to owners is to always monitor a pet’s 
diet and make sure they are feeding their pets not only 
good quality food but the correct amount. Maintaining 
a correct weight and healthy diet is the biggest step 
in ensuring a good quality of life for your pet. I also 
recommend getting used to properly looking at your pet. 
Spend some time consciously rubbing your pets, as this 
can be an easy way of noticing changes in their bodies or 
behaviour such as new lumps and bumps or if they are a bit 
sensitive in certain parts of their body. I always recommend 
to owners that if they notice something that they are not 
sure about it is always best to check with their vet. In most 
instances the earlier you catch things and start treatment, the 
better the outcome. 

YOUR CONTRIBUTION WILL HELP OUR SERVICES FOR PATIENTS LIKE COCO

Interview with our vet, 
Ciara  

We change the lives of pets who change yours.
Most people know that pets are amazing. They offer companionship, encourage exercise, promote responsibility and 
help with mental health issues. A lot of them are also very cute. 

The Irish Blue Cross is here for the pets that are here for you. Since 1945 we have 
been offering low-cost veterinary support to the people who need it most. Today we 
operate a network of ten mobile veterinary clinics across Dublin, as well as our clinic 
in Inchicore. Each year we receive thousands of visits to our clinics from families 
who wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford veterinary care. We don’t turn them away, 
because our mission is to help everyone who needs our services.

Please remember that any level of donation will be appreciated to 
help pets like Coco attend our clinics.

If you decide to go online, you can make a once-off, or a regular monthly 
donation securely at www.bluecross.ie and you can read more about the pets 
we help!

Do you wish to opt out of future mailings?     (please tick box)

A year on, living with COVID-19, and our work at the 
Irish Blue Cross is as challenging and crucial as ever. As 
I write we are currently on lockdown level 5. This means 
we are down to skeleton staff to maintain COVID-19 
protocols and ensure client and staff safety.

I enjoy Medical Nursing. Part of my job includes dentals, 
of which we are seeing increasing numbers. Our most 
common cases are older pets with badly infected and 
rotten teeth; this can affect their entire system from the 
infection in their mouth. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of my job is to see 
an elderly dog walk out The Irish Blue Cross clinic doors 

post-dental treatment, full of life and energy! The thing 
we hear most commonly from owners is, “They’re like a 
puppy again!” It gives me great job satisfaction to make 
an older pet so much more comfortable in their twilight 
years! 

Cuddles from patients like Ziggy, remind me why I love 
my job at the Irish Blue Cross so much. Knowing our 
work is vitally important to the thousands of patients we 
treat, together with our amazing team of vets, nurses, and 
volunteers, provides me with all the motivation to keep 
working and helping as many patients as possible.

This Easter, help the pets who need our support, 
by giving us yours. Donate what you can.

Nurse Ellen – What it’s like working on the Frontline 

Ellen with Ziggy

Ziggy, one of our Diabetic patients 

Ciara & Daisy typing up reports!

Daisy getting her 
eye assessed



Dear Supporter,

I hope this finds you safe and well.  It has been a long and difficult year for all of us and 
seems like an age since our Easter Raffle 2020!    

Since then, the Irish Blue Cross has been blessed with amazing support, which stayed 
strong even through this last year of COVID-19. We are grateful for the extra government 
funding we received last year too, which meant our teams could continue delivering vet 
care in the safest possible way, reaching clients and patients who needed us.

Our Inchicore clinic was able to stay open throughout all of last year, which was a great 
achievement for the team! 

Now we ask you to support us this Easter too – with great prizes to be 
won!

This year we are not asking you to sell tickets for the Easter Raffle. Instead, please make 
a donation using the enclosed reply envelope, or online, and we’ll enter your details into 
the draw. 

You could win a two-night Burren Break at the amazing Gregan’s Castle Hotel in Co. Clare! Or any of the other amazing prizes in our draw.

Your support helps us keep our clinic doors open. It’s as simple as that.

No matter what the world is like these days, pets continue to need care, and we are there for them both on a day-to-day basis, and in 
emergencies that call on our resources urgently! With your help we can give pets like Coco the chance they deserve, and the treatment they 
need. 

Join our team’s efforts and support our Easter Raffle. Donate online or by post, and make a huge difference to small creatures. 

With every best wish for Easter and good luck in our upcoming Easter Draw! 

Yours sincerely,

Chris Conneely 
CEO

Thank you for all your Ongoing Generous Support

THE IRISH BLUE CROSS  |  ANIMAL WELFARE CHARITY
15A GOLDENBRIDGE IND. EST., TYRCONNELL ROAD, INCHICORE, DUBLIN 8. D08 EY92

TEL: 01 416 3032  |  REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 20203128  |  CO. REG. NO. 637671

* If you donate €250 or more in any given year, as a PAYE or self-employed earner, under Revenue’s Tax relief for Donations to Eligible Charities 
Scheme, your donation will generate extra income at a blended rate of 31%.
I am a PAYE/self-employed earner  (please tick box)

HERE’S MY CONTRIBUTION THIS EASTER TO HELP PATIENTS LIKE COCO
I am delighted to take part in the annual Easter Raffle to support Irish Blue Cross Patients.

€18 (equivalent of 10 tickets)      €36 (equivalent of 20 tickets)      €  Extra Donation*

Please return your donation to us no later than Wednesday the 7th of April using the envelope provided.

(tick box) (tick box) (fill in your own amount into the box)

 (tick box) - I enclose a total amount for €  payable to The Irish Blue Cross.

Or, please debit    Visa    Mastercard    Visa Debit    for an amount of € 

Card No.                           

Expiry Date     /       CSV Code       (last 3 digits on the back of your card)

Name of cardholder:   Signature: 

Email:   Telephone:  Date: / /  

(cheque/postal/order/bank draft)

If you provide your email address we will send a receipt to you DD / MM / YY

(tick box) (tick box) (tick box)


