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Please help patients like Bonnie
by supporting our Easter Raffle
Read Bonnie’s amazing story on page 3
Wonderful raffle prizes to be won! See pages 4-5
Hear from our volunteers and nurses about what’s been
happening in our clinics - pages 2 & 6.
Bark in the Park™ dates announced - see page 7

Happy Easter From Everyone at The Irish Blue Cross

Welcome to our annual Easter Raffle
and Newsletter

We thank you sincerely for your continued generosity, which allows us to treat thousands of sick
and injured animals every year. Our vets, nurses, volunteers, and especially our pet clients, always
appreciate your kind support.
Now it’s time for our annual Easter Raffle, with lots of fantastic prizes to be won, with all money raised
going directly to fund our work with sick and needy pets. There are some fabulous sellers’ prizes up for
grabs, so please encourage your family, friends, colleagues, and neighbours to buy tickets!

How to buy tickets.

This year, physical tickets are back. Please send a cheque, bank draft
or postal order (payable to “The Irish Blue Cross”) in the enclosed
return envelope by 5pm Friday, the 15th of April 2022.
You can also buy online from www.bluecross.ie/shop
or by scanning this QR Code.
The draw will take place on Friday, 22nd of April 2022 at 3PM.
For full terms and conditions call us on (01) 4713622,
email fundraising@bluecross.ie or visit www.bluecross.ie.
Thank you for your support, and good luck!

Pauline Power - Mobile Clinic Volunteer
I’m originally from Cork but now live in Kilmainham.
I have been volunteering with The Irish Blue Cross
Mobile Clinics for 20 years now and my usual location
is Ballybrack.
I don’t have pets but I have been fostering cats for 10
years – my latest addition is Snowy, pictured here. I
was working in TV when I started volunteering with The
Irish Blue Cross and I was between projects when Chris
Conneely and I liaised on working on a promotional
video to be shown in schools.
I’d recommend becoming a volunteer, no two
nights are the same. I remember once, a man
arrived on his horse at our clinic in Blanchardstown
– the appointment was for his horse!
On another occasion at the mobile clinics, two
Gardaí arrived with a tiny Chihuahua in their arms.
They asked for it to be seen for an elderly lady who
was housebound. When they saw the vet it growled
continuously, and only when the Garda picked it up
again it would stop. The Chihuahua obviously felt
comfortable nestled in the Garda’s arms!
This year I’m looking forward to travelling again. I am
a big fan of the summer, a sandy beach, and some
sunshine – who isn’t!

Clockwise from L-R – Bonnie with Vet Úna, an X-ray of Bonnie’s bladder stones, Bonnie being prepped for
surgery, the bladder stones removed after surgery.

This is Bonnie, a 9-year-old Shih Tzu and beloved companion
to her owner, Audrey. Bonnie had bladder stones caused
by a bladder infection. She was suffering huge discomfort.
Some patients with bladder stones will have bloody
urine, recurrent bladder infections and difficulty
urinating. If they cause a blockage and the pet
is unable to urinate, the stones can lead to a lifethreatening emergency. Bonnie was brought to our
clinic in Inchicore, where our veterinary team leapt
into action, giving her an X-ray and a scan. They
identified that Bonnie needed urgent surgery, and
thanks to our vets’ expertise and care, the operation
was a success.

medication and a bespoke diet. She has regular
check-ups at our Inchicore clinic to make sure that she
is responding well to treatment.
“The Irish Blue Cross is a fantastic resource,
they have been so good to our two rescue
dogs, but especially Bonnie, with her multiple
surgeries and endless visits. We can always
count on The Irish Blue Cross and we know
Bonnie is in great hands with them. We
appreciate all the staff so much, from the vets
to the drivers of the mobile clinics.” – Audrey,
Bonnies Owner.

Bonnie’s life was saved.

Volunteer Pauline with her foster cat, Snowy.
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Our vets and nurses gave Bonnie all the aftercare she
needed – including the occasional belly rub, making
her tail wag with happiness!
Bladder stones often require lifelong management for
pets – that’s why our team have put Bonnie on special

Thankfully for Bonnie and her owner, The Irish Blue
Cross team were there when they needed us.
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Please help Irish Blue Cross patients by supporting our annual Easter Raffle!

Super prizes include a luxury weekend break, a trip to the races, exciting outings and more!

Welcome to our annual Easter Raffle! We hope that you will join us and support our very special raffle to raise lots of valuable income for our charity’s pet patients.
This year’s raffle is back with prizes generously sponsored by businesses who admire and appreciate the work we do in the community. Please make a donation using the donation form at the back of this newsletter and
return it with your tickets to be in with a chance to win one of the fabulous prizes shown below. You can also purchase tickets online at www.bluecross.ie/shop, or you can also scan the QR code to make a one-off donation.
If you sell tickets to your family, friends, and colleagues you will be in with a chance to win one of our much-coveted sellers’ prizes! Please fill out the ticket stubs clearly in block capitals and return to us along with a cheque
or postal order or a bank draft in the reply envelope provided. Or, phone us on (01) 4713622 to pay by credit or debit card. The closing date is Friday 15th April 2022 and the draw will take place on Friday 22nd
April at 3PM. For a full list of terms and conditions contact us on (01) 4713622, email fundraising@bluecross.ie, or visit www.bluecross.ie. Good luck!

Sellers’
Prizes

1st Prize: Gregans Castle - 2 Night’s Luxurious Accommodation in a Classic Room
for two persons sharing with a full Irish breakfast each morning, a gourmet 7 course
seasonal dinner and a half day’s guided walk on the Burren. (Value €749).

4th Prize: Philip Murray Photography Voucher
for a 2 Hour Home Shoot. Plus a digital copy of
their favourite photo. (Value €240).

10th Prize: Two Tickets to “An
Evening with Aled Jones” at The
National Concert Hall (Value €80).

2nd Prize: Galway Races Summer Festival - Weekend admission and reserve
seats for 6 people, sponsored by Galway Racecourse (Value €600).

3rd Prize: Radisson Blu, Rosses Point, Co. Sligo - 2 Night Stay Midweek. Standard
room plus full Irish breakfast (Value €318).

1st Seller Prize:
Philip Murray
Photography Voucher
for a 2 hour home
shoot and a digital
copy of their favourite
photo. (Value €240).
2nd Seller Prize:
Philip Murray
Photography
Voucher for a 1
hour home shoot
and a digital copy
of their favourite
photo. (Value €120).

5th Prize: 5 Family Passes to EPIC
Museum (Value €210).

11th prize: Stillgarden Distillery
– Gin tasting experience for two
people. (Value €60).

6th Prize: Newbridge Silverware
Homeware Gift Set (Value €165).

12th Prize: A family pass to visit
Dublin Zoo (Value €59.50).

7th Prize: Fallon & Byrne Glorious
Goodies Hamper (Value €100).

13th Prize: Voucher for Rascals
Brewery & Restaurant (Value €50).

8th Prize: Google Nest Second Generation
(Value €99.99).

14th Prize: 2 Passes to the Guinness
Storehouse Experience (Value €50).

15th Prize: 2 Tickets to the Irish
Whiskey Museum (Value €50).

9th Prize: Lindt Chocolate Hamper
(Value €88).

16th Prize: 2 Tickets to a show
in the Abbey or Peacock Theatre
(Value €40).

Win one of our 16 fabulous Easter raffle prizes. Worth over

3rd Seller Prize:
Hand Crafted
Porcelain Ornament
from Shaws.
(Value €50).
4th Seller Prize:
4th Prize - A Family
Pass to Dublinia.
(Value €30).

3,000!

1st Prize: Gregans Castle - 2 Night’s Luxurious Accommodation in a Classic Room for two persons sharing with a full Irish breakfast each morning, a gourmet 7 course seasonal dinner and a half day’s guided walk on the Burren. (Value €749). 2nd Prize: Galway Races Summer Festival - Weekend
admission and reserve seats for 6 people, sponsored by Galway Racecourse (Value €600). 3rd Prize: Radisson Blu, Rosses Point, Co. Sligo - 2 Night Stay Midweek. Standard room plus full Irish breakfast (Value €318). 4th Prize: Philip Murray Photography Voucher for a 2 Hour Home Shoot. Plus a
digital copy of their favourite photo. (Value €240). 5th Prize: 5 Family Passes to EPIC Museum (Value €210). 6th Prize: Newbridge Silverware Homeware Gift Set (Value €165). 7th Prize: Fallon & Byrne Glorious Goodies Hamper (Value €100). 8th Prize: Google Nest Second Generation (Value €99.99).
9th Prize: Lindt Chocolate Hamper (Value €88). 10th Prize: Two Tickets to “An Evening with Aled Jones” at The National Concert Hall (Value €80). 11th prize: Stillgarden Distillery – Gin tasting experience for two people. (Value €60). 12th Prize: A Family Pass to Visit Dublin Zoo (Value €59.50). 13th Prize:
Voucher for Rascals Brewery & Restaurant (Value €50). 14th Prize: 2 Passes to the Guinness Storehouse Experience (Value €50). 15th Prize: 2 Tickets to The Irish Whiskey Museum (Value €50). 16th Prize: 2 Tickets to a Show in The Abbey or Peacock Theatre (Value €40).

Tickets €2 each, or a full book of 10 tickets for just €18 – that’s 10 tickets for the price of 9! Terms and conditions apply. For a full list of Terms and Conditions please contact us on (01) 4713622 or visit www.bluecross.ie.

Interview with our
Veterinary Nurse, Liane

mix, who never fails to RUN in the door and say hello to
every one of us when she is in for her appointments. She
always puts a smile on my face!
What are you looking forward to this year?
I am really looking forward to welcoming our pet owners
back inside our clinic this year. We have an amazing
clinic only the pets have been lucky enough to see over
the past two years! I like being able to show the owners
what I do in my nurse clinics, as I feel it helps them to
understand why they are coming in.
Working during the pandemic put huge pressure on
veterinary staff across the country. Although I feel at
The Irish Blue Cross we have adapted very well to the
changes, we have seen a huge rise in the number of
patients needing our help. It will be nice to get back
running at our full capacity, see as many patients as we
can and revert to our more ‘normal’ ways of work. Some
days can be more difficult than others, for a variety of
reasons. We just make sure to always do our best for the
patient.

Nurse Liane with her pet, Oscar
Tell us a little bit about yourself…

To remember a charity in your will is a kind and generous
gesture. It costs you nothing in your lifetime. But your kindness
will make a difference forever.

Once loved ones are looked after in your will, please consider
how else you can help. Create your legacy and make your
love for pets live on.
To find out more about remembering The Irish Blue Cross
in your will, talk to Paul in the strictest confidence on (01)
4163032 or email legacy@bluecross.ie. Your legacy helps
safeguard the future of The Irish Blue Cross.

Our Bark in The Park™ events are back!

Our Bark In The Park™ sponsored dog walks will be
making a long-awaited reappearance this summer.
Theses family-friendly fun-packed events are a real draw
for anyone with an interest in dog walking, while also
helping to raise vital funds for our frontline services. Go
to www.bluecross.ie , email fundraising@bluecross.
ie or call (01) 4713622 to find out more. Confirmed
dates for this year include:
• St. Anne’s Park, Saturday June 18th

I am from Dublin. I moved to Donegal for three years
to study Veterinary Nursing in Letterkenny Institute of
Technology. Soon after graduating in 2013, I lived
and worked in Australia for a year, which was a great
experience. I have been back in Dublin ever since, and
have worked as a veterinary nurse in The Irish Blue
Cross Inchicore Clinic for the past 6 years.

• Phoenix Park, Saturday August 13th
• Ardgillan Castle, Saturday September 3rd
MORE DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED!

My dog’s name is Oscar, he’s a mixed breed – we
expected him to be medium sized, but he has turned out to
be a tall, slim 30kg Labrador cross. Perfect, in my opinion!

YOUR CONTRIBUTION WILL HELP OUR SERVICES FOR PATIENTS LIKE BONNIE

What are your most memorable patients?
Rosie receiving cuddles from Nurse Liane

We have a very high caseload at The Irish Blue Cross
and with that comes huge variation in the cases that we
see. I work alongside
an outstanding team
of veterinary surgeons,
nurses, and reception
staff in the clinic, and
I love that we offer
the same excellent
standard of care that you
might find in any other
veterinary clinic.

Nurse Liane with one of
her many patients, Trixie

Have you considered leaving a legacy?

Any general pet advice?
Age is not a disease! We see many very elderly pets
in our clinic that require procedures. Often owners
can be reluctant to proceed based on a pet’s age –
maybe they have concerns surrounding recovery at
home, or an anaesthetic. We see many very old pets
for dental procedures who do so well after having
their teeth cleaned and decayed teeth removed.
Owners always comment ‘He’s like a pup again!’
Very often, elderly patients can be otherwise very
healthy (e.g. on clinical examination and blood work)
so having a procedure such as a dental performed if
they need it, can hugely increase their quality of life
for their remaining years.

I have so many
favourites, but a special
mention must go to Cali,
a beautiful Bull breed
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We change the lives of the pets who change yours.
Most people know that pets are amazing. They offer companionship, encourage exercise, promote responsibility and
help with mental health issues. A lot of them are also very cute.
The Irish Blue Cross is here for the pets that are here for you. Since 1945 we have
been offering low-cost veterinary support to the people who need it most. Today
we operate a network of ten mobile veterinary clinics across Dublin, as well as our
clinic in Inchicore. Each year we get up to 25,000 visits to our clinics from families
who wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford veterinary care. We don’t turn them away,
because our mission is to help everyone who needs our services.

Please remember that any level of donation will be appreciated to
help pets like Bonnie attend our clinics.
If you decide to go online, you can make a once-off, or a
regular monthly donation securely at www.bluecross.ie (or by
scanning the QR code on this page) and you can read more
about the pets we help!
Do you wish to opt out of future mailings?

(please tick box)

Thank you for all your Ongoing Generous Support
Dear Supporter,
Easter is a time of hope. This year, we especially need your support to bring
hope to those pets and their owners who need it most.
Please enter our Easter Raffle and help The Irish Blue Cross. Your support
makes all the difference to us. To the pets, it can make a difference between
life and death.
The Irish Blue Cross nurses and vets work hard to ensure that our patients get
the care they need. We are all determined, here in our clinic, to keep going
in the face of the challenges ahead.
It’s a win, win situation. By entering our Easter Raffle you could win some
wonderful prizes, such as a two-night Burren Break at the luxurious Gregans
Castle Hotel in Co. Clare.
You can help us by buying tickets or selling them to your family and friends.
Then simply return the tickets and donation using the enclosed reply-paid
envelope, or you can buy tickets online by going to www.bluecross.ie

Christina Conneely, CEO, with Lizzie
Pets like Bonnie are the reason we do this. Thanks to our ongoing efforts,
and your continued support, our nurses such as Liane, help them recover from life-threatening conditions.
We will never give up. Just as long as you give a little. Please take part in the raffle or send a donation. Thank you, best wishes
for Easter, and good luck the draw!
Yours sincerely,

Christina Conneely
CEO
THE IRISH BLUE CROSS | ANIMAL WELFARE CHARITY
15A GOLDENBRIDGE IND. EST., TYRCONNELL ROAD, INCHICORE, DUBLIN 8. D08 EY92
TEL: 01 416 3032/3 | REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 20203128 | CO. REG. NO. 637671

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ANY LEVEL OF DONATION WILL BE APPRECIATED
TO HELP PETS LIKE BONNIE ATTEND OUR CLINICS

€18 (One book of tickets)

€36 (Two books of tickets)

(tick box)

(tick box)

€

Extra Donation*

(ﬁll in your own amount into the box)

Please return your ticket stubs and payment to us no later than Good Friday the 15th of April using the envelope provided.

(tick box) - I enclose a total amount for €

payable to The Irish Blue Cross.

(cheque/postal/order/bank draft)

Or, please debit

Visa

(tick box)

Mastercard

(tick box)

Visa Debit

for an amount of €

(tick box)

Card No.
Expiry Date

/

CSV Code

Name of cardholder:

(last 3 digits on the back of your card)

Signature:

Email:

Telephone:

If you provide your email address we will send a receipt to you

Date:

/

/

DD / MM / YY

* If you donate €250 or more in any given year, as a PAYE or self-employed earner, under Revenue’s Tax relief for Donations to Eligible Charities
Scheme, your donation will generate extra income at a blended rate of 31%.
I am a PAYE/self-employed earner

(please tick box)

